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Barbara’s Humble Beginnings

Barbara grew up on a farm in rural 
Nebraska, as the eldest of 10 children, in 
the era of outhouses and washboards. 
Her daily chores of cooking, cleaning and 
tending to her siblings trumped any 
educational endeavors, according to her 
hard-working father’s driven vision. 

But Barbara loved to read and to learn. 
She yearned to become a nurse. With little 
means but unwavering pursuit, and her 
mother’s encouraging words, Barbara 
graduated from nursing school in 
Omaha, NE. 

Barbara cared for thousands of patients at 
the VA Hospital in Lincoln, NE and on 

two reservations, including Pine Ridge, 
before moving to Denver, CO, where she 
met her husband-to-be, Harvey.

Harvey’s Bumpy Road

Harvey met Barbara while climbing his 
career path as a Sr. Mechanical Design 
Engineer in Denver, but his road to 
success was not free of detours. 

Harvey and his four siblings became 
orphans at very young ages. They 
survived childhood vacillating through 
orphanages and relatives’ homes. While 
Harvey always had a roof over his head, 
he wasn’t always sure where that roof 
would be, nor where his siblings would 
land. But that did not keep him and his 
older brother from staying in contact. 
Harvey credits his brother for urging him 
to finish high school and go to college. 
Harvey grew a successful career in several 
cities,  including Denver, where he met his 
beloved. Together, they began getting 
involved in community building.

Finding Happiness with Habitat

Barbara and Harvey started volunteering 
at Habitat for Humanity  where Barbara 
helped in the Habitat office, while Harvey 
used his engineering skills in the field. 
Together, they witnessed families 
graciously receive new homes and new 
lives. Harvey easily tears up when 
recalling the feeling of handing over keys 
to a well-deserving homeowner. 

Barbara and Harvey know that with 
Habitat, they can bring hope into the 
world.

w w w . b l a c k h i l l s h a b i t a t . o r g

Barbara received an inheritance 
and decided to invest it with 
Black Hills Area Habitat for 
Humanity after personally 
witnessing how a safe, affordable 
home can change a life.

PAYING IT FORWARD

BECAUSE OF THIS HOUSE
Black Hills Area Habitat for 
Humanity dedicated its last home 
in a six lot development on Patton 
Street to Vanessa Fire Thunder.   

Vanessa grew up in Pine Ridge. 
She moved to Rapid City in 2000, 
earned her beauty school 
certificate in 2005, then completed 
a Bachelors in Business in 2013.  
Currently, Vanessa is a successful 

hospital administrator at Sioux 
San Hospital in Rapid City. 

Vanessa’s hard work and 
commitment to help build her 
own home and complete her 250 
hours of sweat equity exemplify 
the bright future we all seek, and 
her story reminds us of the 
incredible generosity and care in 
our community.

Vanessa Fire Thunder is the most recent recipient of a 
Habitat home located in the Lindbergh Patton subdivision.

HIGHLIGHTS:
✓ 4 bedroom maintenance-free Habitat home will save her $100 per month 
over her 2 bedroom duplex rental apartment.
✓ Vanessa will pay off her home in 23 years! 
✓ The Habitat homeowners in the now completed six home development will 
contribute over $100,000 in property taxes over the next 10 years.
✓ Project funding was generously provided through support from Thrivent 
Financial, Habitat ReStore, City of Rapid City CDBG program and SDHDA 
down payment assistance.
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Welcome Vanessa to the Black Hills Area Habitat for Humanity Family! 

“I have loved this Habitat 
process, everything about it - 
it truly feels like a miracle”.

~ Vanessa

http://www.blackhillshabitat.org
http://www.blackhillshabitat.org
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Preparing for its 25th 
anniversary, Black Hills Area 
Habitat for Humanity is 
planning its most ambitious 
project yet, the Garfield 
Neighborhood Revitalization 
Initiative, a coalition of 
partners creating the Garfield 
Neighborhood where 
everyone has a decent place to 
live, and where people can 
connect with their downtown 
core and participate in the 
growing Rapid City economy.  

The former Garfield School at 
925 Dilger Avenue will serve 
as both a geographical and 
architectural centerpiece for a 
project that extends to the 
edges of the Garfield quadrant 
(Anamosa/Haines/North/
West Blvd North). 

Through a unique non-profit/
for-profit alliance, the 
initiative plans to impact 50 
families. The former 
elementary school will be 
renovated and repurposed by 
developer GBA, Inc. into 13 
loft apartment units. 

Furthermore, 12 affordable 
newly designed Habitat 
homes will be constructed 
around the school, while 25 
qualifying existing homes will 
undergo repair. Community 
members and city resources 
will continue to identify and 

prioritize initiatives for this 
neighborhood improvement. 

Over 100 BH Habitat families 
served generate over $135,000 
per year in property tax. 
Studies indicate that when 
people become homeowners, 
they are more civic minded 
and healthy, and their children 
perform better in school.  2

Your support is needed to 
raise $1,550,000 in 
construction funding and 
volunteers ready to serve. 
Please contact Debbie Pack, 
Resource Development Manager, 
to discuss giving options. 
(605) 348-9196
debbie@blackhillshabitat.org

BRING OUT THE BEST
Garfield Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative

We love turning liabilities into multi-
beneficial assets for our community, 

strengthening families and 
neighborhoods, one home, one family at 
a time. Garfield is a great neighborhood, 
walkable to downtown, and that is only 

going to get better.”
Scott Engmann

Executive Director, Black Hills Area Habitat for Humanity

925 Dilger Avenue, downtown Rapid City

Fast Facts:
๏ 12 new homes (built in 4 triplex structures)

๏ 13 new loft apartments (repurposed 
Garfield School structure with partner 
GBA, Inc.)

๏ 25 existing home preservation 
projects:	

➡ Roof repair/replacement

➡ Weatherization, lead based 
paint abatement, exterior paint

➡ Landscaping, tree planting, 
gardening

๏ Neighborhood engagement & 
collaboration

Economic Impact Estimates: $3.4M
๏ $1.4M in new townhome construction 

(including infrastructure improvements)

๏ $1.5M (est.) Garfield School (GBA)

๏ $150,000 in Garfield neighborhood home 
preservation

๏ $250,000 (+) property tax by 2025

DID YOU KNOW?
Over 100 BH Habitat 
families served generate 
over $135,000 in property 
taxes per year in the Black 
Hills Area. 

Studies indicate that when 
p e o p l e b e c o m e 
homeowners, they are 
more civic minded and 
healthy, and their children 
perform better in school.

http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/
research

Garfield Neighborhood Revitalization Plans
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http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research
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DIRECTOR’S LETTER
A world where everyone has a decent 
place to live is no small mission, but it is 
one that has propelled the Habitat 
ministry around the globe to serve 
300,000 families in the last year, while 
celebrating over five million people 
served.  

As I ponder the 1.6 billion people who 
still need access to decent housing, I am 
encouraged that through small efforts, 
great things can come as we embrace all 
of God’s people.  

From our small corner of the world, 
Black Hills Area Habitat celebrates 
serving over 100 families through new 
construction and home preservation 
projects.

Additionally, we are thrilled to be 
sending our third team to serve in 
Nicaragua, our tithe partner country. 
Through our tithe, we have served over 
50 families in some of the poorest 
countries of the world. 

Because of you, and your generous 
support, we get to participate in 
miracles every day.   

My friend Paul Leonard notes: 

“More than affordable homes, we have 
built love, understanding, fellowship 

and support with more rooms and 

infinitely more expandability.” 	  

With deep gratitude,
Scott Engmann

THE WOMEN BUILD
Through Lowe’s underwriting of 
Habitat for Humanity International’s 
Women Build program, Black Hills 
Area Habitat for Humanity challenges 
and enables women to build homes to 
address the issue of affordable housing.  

On Saturday, May 2nd BHAHFH will 
kick off National Women Build Week.  
Women can feel intimidated on a mixed 
construction site, but in the comfortable 
environment of a Women Build, they 
can quickly learn construction skills.   

Lowe’s will conduct a Building Clinic 
on Saturday, April 25th @ 9am for 
women to learn general safety tips, and 
how to frame for walls and roofs.   

Event fundraising goal: $5,000 to match 
the grant we received from Lowe’s.   

To register for Lowe’s Building Clinic 
and/or the Women Build, please go to  
www.blackhillshabitat.org under events, 
or contact Debbie Pack @ 348-9196.

Habitat.org/pray

Sign up today atEach month, you and other 
prayer partners will receive 
an email with special prayer 
requests. Please join us.

Become a 
Habitat Global 
Prayer Partner

CALENDAR
April 22: Earth Day
Celebrate Earth Day with ReStore’s donation drive!

Monday-Saturday, 9am-2pm
4/20: First Baptist Church
4/21: Bethel Assembly of God
4/22: South Canyon Lutheran
4/23-24: Knecht Home Center
4/25: Western Dakota Tech

Habitat ReStore partners with businesses 
and churches to collect your gently used 
building materials, furniture or anything 
recyclable. Call 791-1880 with any questions. 

April 25: Informational Meeting, 10am 
@ RC Public Library

April 25: Lowe’s Building Clinic, 9am 
@ Lowe’s

April 25-May 3: Global Village Team 
helps in Nicaragua

May 2: Application Assistance, 10am 
@ RC Public Library (RSVP required)

May 2: Women Build - Sign Up NOW! 
Lunch served by local Girl Scouts.

May 28: Tees for Keys Golf Tourney, 
10am @ Red Rocks. Register online @ 
www.blackhillshabitat.org.

Koutstaal’s  found 
this copper pot 
rack at Rapid City 
ReStore, then 
intertwined some 
hanging pendant 
lights from a 
previous visit, and 
VOILA!

RESTORE RE-STORY
Brandon, SD residents Robbart & Julie 
Koutstaal renovated a retirement home in 
Lead, SD with materials from Habitat for 
Humanity ReStores, exploring ReStores 
across SD, MN, IA, ND, IL and MO.

Many of their friends admitted they 
never thought about ReStore as a 
shopping option. But don’t miss out ...

H A B I T A T  I N  T H E  H I L L S

To support our Mission financially, please contact Debbie Pack, Resource Development Manager, at
(605) 348-9196 ext. 207 or debbie@blackhillshabitat.org.

Dr. Helen Usera in Nicaragua

http://www.blackhillshabitat.org
http://www.blackhillshabitat.org
http://www.blackhillshabitat.org
http://www.blackhillshabitat.org
mailto:debbie@blackhillshabitat.org
mailto:debbie@blackhillshabitat.org


Habitat in the Hills
Calendar & Events
The Women Build is 
coming up! It empowers 
women to build Habitat 
homes that positively 
impact children. 

Also: Earth Day, Lowe’s 
Building Clinic and big 
spring event, Tees for 
Keys Golf Tournament. 
So many ways to be 
involved with Habitat 
and your community.
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Because of This House
Vanessa Fire Thunder 
gratefully receives her 
new Habitat home.
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ReStore Re-Story
Check out this lucky 
steal at Habitat ReStore 
in Rapid City. Pays to 
go back often.
Page 3

Garfield School Project
Habitat gains more 
momentum with the 
upcoming Garfield 
Neighborhood Project, 
aimed to bring out the 
best of a neighborhood.
Page 2

Director’s Letter
Scott Engmann, 
Habitat’s Executive 
Director, shares his 
excitement about more 
to come with Habitat.
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The Women Build
Black Hills Area 
Habitat for Humanity 
challenges and enables 
women to build homes 
to address the issue of 
affordable housing.  

On Saturday, May 2nd 

BHAHFH will kick off 
National Women Build 
Week. Attend Lowe’s 
hands-on Building 
Clinic to get started!
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Habitat
Happenings: Paying It Forward

A gift from the heart. 
An anonymous couple 
donates their family 
inheritance to Habitat.
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Building HOMES,
COMMUNITIES and HOPE.

 

Spring 2015

To support our Mission financially, please contact Debbie Pack, Resource Development Manager, at
(605) 348-9196 ext. 207 or debbie@blackhillshabitat.org.

825 Saint Joseph Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Heartfelt
THANKS
TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

EVERYDAY HEROES
Here's to the everyday heroes,

The volunteers who do what they can,
To ease the suffering of others,

And be of service to their fellow man.

May they know the true satisfaction
That comes from helping others
Less fortunate than themselves,

But no less their sisters and brothers.

May they feel the gratitude in our hearts
For all of the good that they've done.

The appreciation that we all feel for them
Is truly second to none.
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